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By Joe Truini

Home Depot has launched a
comptehensive and, moat iropor-
tantly, free compact flusrescent
lamp take-back prograrm

The Atlanta-baged retailer will
take back CFLs at no ccst at all
of its 1,973 North American loca-
tiona, Customets simply- dmp off
unbroken bulbs at the. return
desk, and Home Depot will recy-
cle them through an envirom-
mental management firm,

“We are pleased tkat The
Home Depot has taken thig im-'
portant step to join the astional
effort to improve the enviren-
ment by recycling CFL fulbs in-
store,” said Scott Casse , execu-
five director of the Product
Stewardship Institute in Boston.

The retailer’s Canadign stores
lavnched a-CFL recyel ng, pro-
gram in Noveraber.

Home Depot sold more than 75
million CFLs in 2007, accarding to
the company. Those bulbs will

save Americans $4.8 billion in en-
exgy coste and avoid 651.8 billion
pounds of carbon dibxide over their
lifetimes, said Ron Jarvis, senior
vice presxdent of environmental in-
novation for Home Depot. -
'Retailers such as Home Depot
and Wal:Mart have prdthoted
CFLs to reduce enexgy coné\ump-
tion and greenhouse gas emis-
sions; Wal-Mart sold 137 million of

-the curly bulbs last year, But con-

cerns rega.rdmg d1sposal of the
bulbs have arisen because they
contain a tiny amownt of mercury,
about 2 to § milligrams, enough to
fit on the tip of a pen.

Compact fluorescent bulbs use
up to' 75 percent less enexgy and
lagt up to 10 times longer than
incandescent bulbs, according to
the U.8. Envucnmental P otec-
tion Agency.

But until now, Ikea-was the
only U.8. retailer “With a national

. CFL take-back program.

" “Retailers play a.key rdle in
providing consumers' with'a con-

venient - way to safe]y recycle
CFLs and othér products whose
improper dmposal ean harm the
environment,” Casssl said. "

More than 75 percent of the
households in the United States
are located within 10 miles of &
Home Depot store, making the
program the natmn g first widely
available sélution to; racycle the

: bulbs, Jaxvig said,

“The CFL récydling prog:am iz
another example of how The

‘I-Ioma Depot is empowering cus--
‘tome¥s’ to help mhike.a Jiffererice

in tHeir homes dnd have less of
an impact on their env;ronment g
he gaid. .

The company also will switch

the bulbs in f¥s lighit fixture show-

tooras in its U.S. stores to CFLs
by the fall. The Jn-store eneIgy
conservation program will saye
the conipany $16 million & year in
exergy costs, Jatvis said. @ -
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